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sitions to the former, he might hold himself excused by their non-acceptance, and the Empress (by the by, there is a report of her death) would rather have the aid of her Imperial ally to secure the spoils of Poland, against any attempt which might be made by Prussia and Turkey, than furnish a body of her troops to be employed on the Rhine. Will the desire of re-establishing the House of Bourbon in France have any material operation ? On this subject I will write to you at my first leisure. This is enough, I fear, to tire your patience."
"Go to the drawing-room [January i8th] where, being a birthday, is all the world. Their Majesties me font Ion acceuil. The Duke of Clarence asks me if I am Minister here from America instead of Mr. Pinckney. I tell him no, and express some surprise at the question. He tells me that he has learned from a lady whom he mentions, and who is a relation of Mr. Pinckney's, that he told her that he considered himself no longer as minister here. Dine with Lord Grenville. Hammond tells me that both Pinckney and Adams were invited, but neither of them came. Adams sent an excuse after accepting, and I find that the jealousy which I marked in his temper and the suspicious turn of his mind have already disgusted those whom he had to do business with. I am sorry for it. Go to the ball, where I see very good dancing by the members of the royal family. The Prince of Wales, in particular, dances a minuet extremely well."
" Dine with Sir John Sinclair at the Highland Society [January ipth]. There are three other guests, and on his motion, in our presence, we are chosen honorary members. I write a few stanzas, which I desire Sir John Macpherson to turn into verse.
When virtue and freedom came down from on high, On the mountains they fix'd their abode;suit his views. It is true that his engagement with this country and with Russia might stand in the way, but, after making certain propo-ed, and the other half in specie, The         [December i4th], tells me that the French have made a
